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2024 CAI Iowa Legislative Session Report 
Community Associations Institute (CAI) spent the 2024 legislative session advocating on behalf of the 

approximately 289,000 Iowans live in 120,000 homes in fewer than 3,000 community associations. The 

2024 session convened from January 8 to May 5, and 366 bills were introduced. CAI monitored 3 bills 

that would have directly affected community associations. Below is a brief overview:   

IA HF 2485/SF 2292 – A bill for an act relating to regulation of watercraft and equipment on public 

lakes by common interest communities and certain nonprofit corporations, and including effective 

date provisions. 

CAI supported this legislation which allows common interest communities (CICs) and nonprofit 

corporations managing large communities adjacent to public lakes to establish policies regarding the 

operation of watercraft. Under this bill, CICs and associations with over one thousand units can set rules, 

including equipment specifications, for watercraft operation, applicable only to unit owners, members, 

and their guests. The bill also permits communication of these policies through private buoys and safety-

related installations until the Natural Resource Commission adopts rules regulating such installations for 

the respective public lakes. The Natural Resource Commission is tasked with adopting rules to 

administer this legislation. Overall, the bill aims to grant CICs and associations authority over watercraft 

regulations within their communities, ensuring safety and order on public lakes. 

Status: Successfully Passed 

IA SF 2102 – A bill for an act relating to common interest communities and unit owner associations 

and the display of the American flag. 

CAI opposed Senate File 2102 due to concerns regarding its potential impact on the governance of 

common interest communities. The bill, ultimately unsuccessful, sought to prohibit common interest 

communities from imposing rules against displaying or flying the American flag, as well as installing 

flagpoles, within certain size limits. While promoting patriotism, the bill overlooked the importance of 

community governance and aesthetic standards reasonable regulations. Associations rely on such 

regulations to maintain the overall appearance and harmony within their communities. 

Status: Successfully Failed 

IA HF 2388 – A bill for an act relating to the regulation of styles and materials used for residential 

building exteriors. 

House File 2388 is advantageous for community associations as it provides an exception for them within 

the regulations. This exception allows community associations to continue regulating the use of specific 

styles of exterior cladding or finish materials for residential buildings within their jurisdiction, ensuring 

they can maintain aesthetic standards or historical preservation efforts as needed. 

Status: Passed, awaiting Governor signature   

https://www.caionline.org/Advocacy/LegalArena/Laws/Documents/Facts%20%26%20Figures/StateFactsFiguresIowa.pdf
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GET INVOLVED IN IOWA CAI ADVOCACY EFFORTS! 

Track IA Legislation 
CAI keeps track of 

legislation throughout 
the year, so you can stay 
informed. You can check 
the legislation that CAI is 
monitoring around the 

clock here.  

Support and Donate Today 
CAI depends on professional lobbyists funded 
by community associations, businesses, and 

individuals to create the best public policy for 
the community association industry in Iowa. 

To support their efforts, visit 
caionline.org/lacdonate and select “Issues 

Advancement Fund.” 

Help Shape Future 
Legislation 

Join our CAI Advocacy 
Ambassador program 

and become a part of the 
movement to create 
positive change. Your 

voice matters, so sign up 
now to make your mark! 

 

http://www.caionline.org/Advocacy/LegalArena/Laws/Pages/IA-Legislative-Tracking.aspx
http://caionline.org/lacdonate
https://www.votervoice.net/CAI/Surveys/10446/Respond
https://www.votervoice.net/CAI/Surveys/10446/Respond

